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Don’t give prophylactic antibiotics to patients with 
non-valvular cardiac or other indwelling devices 

undergoing dental procedures 
 
There is no convincing evidence that oral bacteria from dental procedures cause 

infections of the following devices at any time after implantation: pacemakers; 

implantable defibrillators; ventriculoatrial shunts; devices for patent ductus 

arteriosus, atrial septal defect, and ventricular septal defect occlusion; peripheral 

vascular stents; prosthetic vascular grafts; hemodialysis shunts; coronary artery 

stents; dacron parotid patches; chronic indwelling central venous catheters. 

 

 


